Term 1 Week 9- Newsletter #8
24th March 2022

From the Year 2 Leader- Miss McGorlick
Dear Parents/Carers,
Harmony Day and Action Against Bullying Day
Friday last week KGPS was a sea of colour as we celebrated
‘Harmony Day and Action Against Bullying Day’. Students
wore cultural dress or the colour orange in recognition of
this special day and showed off their outfits in style on our
special assembly catwalk. Students learnt about the
meaning behind these days and how they promote our
school values of respect, empathy and gratitude and align
with the PYP’s Learner Profile attributes of being openminded and caring.

This week, students participated in various activities such as
working harmoniously with their buddies to create bricks
that show the acts of kindness they have seen or
demonstrated at KGPS. These bricks will build our wholeschool kindness wall. Thank you to all our Keysborough
Gardens Primary students and teachers for dressing up and
participating in such a fabulous school-wide event.
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Sensational stories
The Year 2’s have been hard at work for the last few weeks
working through the writing process; brainstorming,
planning, writing and editing narratives ready to publish
them for our class library. As we reached the end of our
‘Who We Are’ unit of inquiry, students had a go using what
they had learned about their own and others’ emotions to
include detail about the feelings of the characters when
writing - just like some of our favourite authors do!

Our Unit of Inquiry is Change
The Year 2’s are beginning a new unit of inquiry into how
people and events from the past impact life today, through
the transdisciplinary theme of ‘Where We Are in Place and
Time’. One of the big concepts for this unit is change.
Students noticed all kinds of changes that happened in just
one afternoon – teachers changed clothes, tables changes
spots, people changed
their minds, we changed
where we worked and
played a game with
changing rules. After
seeing
such
great
observational skills from
our students, we can’t
wait to see what they
discover as we begin to
look at some of the
changes to KGPS and our
local area over time.
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3/4 Camp
Wednesday morning saw a bustle of activity as the Year
3/4’s set off on their camp adventure! They are in for a treat
with the fabulous program offered at Gundiwindi including
flying foxes, obstacle courses and hut building. I have even
heard whisperings that Ms Drummy plans on demonstrating
her inner risk-taker and giving the giant swing a try! Camp is
a great opportunity for students to build their independence
and to build relationships with their teachers and
classmates. We cannot wait to hear their stories when they
return!

Mrs Jenkins & Mr
Gammon having fun at
Gundiwindi Camp
yesterday.
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On Thursday 23rd March,
Mya Durakovic and Ryan Ly
attended
the
Council
Chambers
at
the
Dandenong Civics Centre.
Both
students
were
nominated to join the
Children's Advisory Group
who are involved in assisting
the local council to make decisions that impact children
in the local area. Students have their say in relation to
playgrounds, skate parks, aquatic centres, libraries and
many
other
community
programs
and
initiatives. Members of the Children's Advisory Group
also liaise with their school and bring back ideas and
suggestions from students that can improve the
Dandenong area.
Mya and Ryan also both applied to be the Dandenong
Local Council Junior Mayor. The elected student works
closely with the Local Mayor on many community
initiatives and supports the running of future Children's
Advisory Group meetings.
We are thrilled to announce that Mya Durakovic was
the successful applicant for the Dandenong Council
Junior Mayor for 2022!
Well done to both Mya and Ryan for their efforts and
participation in the program.
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DIARY DATES 2022
March 2022
Friday 25th

Wk 9

Assembly 2:55pm

Monday 28th

Wk10

Planning Week

April 2022
Friday 1st

Wk 10 Assembly 2:55pm

Tuesday
Wednesday 6th

Special Food Day

Friday 8th

Wk 11 School Photos
Wk 11 Last day of Term 1- (3:30pm finish)

Monday 25th

Wk 1

Tuesday 26th

Wk 1

Assembly 2:55pm
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Start of Term 2- students back at school

Thursday 28th

Wk 1

State School Spectacular Rehearsal

May 2022
Tuesday 10th-20th Wk 3/4 Naplan- Yr 3 & 5

• Assembly every Friday at 2:55pm till the end of term 1.
• From Term 2- Assembly will be 9:10am every Friday

Respectful Relationships: Did you know?
Violence against women is a widespread problem in
Australia.
Source: 2016 Personal Safety Survey (ABS, 2017)
Since the age of 15:
• Approximately one in four women (23% or 2.2
million) has experienced at least one incident of
violence by an intimate partner (intimate partner = a
current or previous partner with whom the
respondent lives or has lived, or a current or former
boyfriend, girlfriend or date with whom the
respondent has not lived with).

Infectious Diseases During a child’s life at school
It is possible that a child will contract some of the
common diseases of childhood. The following table is
binding on all doctors, teachers and parents.
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STAFF MEMBER IN PROFILE:
MIKE O’DWYER- PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHER
Hi everyone! My name is Mike O’Dwyer
and I am the new PE teacher at KGPS.
For the past 15 years I have taught as a
classroom and PE teacher at Doncaster
Gardens Primary School. I am very
excited to be in this role as when I was
at school, PE was my favourite subject
all the way through to VCE. Before I was
a teacher I worked in finance in the city, but teaching is
way more fun. When away from school I love spending
time with my family and friends and being active,
especially taking my dog Maya for walks. I consider
myself to be very lucky to be at KGPS and I can’t wait
for all the different activities we will be able to do
together throughout the year.
O’DWYER- MAINTENANCE
Hi all, My name is Russell and am
happy to help at KGPS two days
each week mowing the grass and
fixing things. I also work at Dingley
PS on the other days and I have
been there almost 4 years. Prior to
this I managed a number of holiday
parks through Victoria and NSW and before that I was
involved in the design and construction of building
services for major government projects. I have two
daughters living in NSW one a Library manager at a
private school and the younger a Naval officer. At home
I am currently looking after my daughter’s whippet and
she takes me on lots of walks. I enjoy travel and have
managed too see much of Europe, west coast of
America, Jakarta, Lombok and Bali in Indonesia and a
lot of Australia. Home renovation is one of my hobbies
and I relax by supporting the Melbourne football club.
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